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and eighty six, by order of His Majesty's president and officials of
the said House, Bias Gonzalez, shipmaster on the Indies course, who
has just come in from the said Indies was duly sworn and promised
to speak the truth, to whom the following questions were put:
Asked to depose and state in detail everything that happened to
him on his voyage to the Indies, both on his way out and upon his
way back, and what news there is of English and French corsairs,
and whatever else he may have to say, deponent said that... he left
from the bar of San Lucar de Barrameda on the twenty-second of
last December, eighty five, as master of his ship, sent as an advice-
boat by His Majesty's president and judges of the said House, with
His Majesty's despatches and theirs for Santo Domingo and Carta-
gena and Honduras and Santa Marta. Between San Lucar and the
Canaries they met a strong southwesterly wind and unpropitious
weather which broke their mainmast and they were six days in
making the Canaries where they had to put in to repair the said mast.
There in the Canaries deponent was informed that the corsair
Francis Drake had been there and at Palma island with thirty or
forty sail of his fleet, and it was said there that he had gone to the
Strait of Magellan.
Deponent continued upon his voyage across the Atlantic until he
fell in with Matalino island which is two hundred leagues from
Santo Domingo. From there he continued upon his course, avoiding
La Saona, until he sighted Cauzedo, which is five leagues from
Santo Domingo, toward the north. Thence he coasted (p. 2) along,
steering for the port of Santo Domingo. Ashore near Cauzedo they
saw people and a flag, a little back from the beach in the woods.
These persons made signals, waving to deponent's ship. Observing
that there was no vessel there to offend him and supposing that these
were friends, deponent put off in his boat with three or four seamen
and younkers and went in near to the land, whence he recognized that
they were fifteen or twenty Spaniards and natives of the island. They
demanded to know what deponent was doing in steering for a har-
bour which was lost, in that English corsairs with a very large fleet
of forty ships had taken and sacked Santo Domingo and Puerto Rico
and La Yaguana. They said there were a hundred corsair ships
thereabouts which were going to take Havana and Cartagena and
the places along the coast of the Main. They said that the enemy's
fleet was in occupation of the port of Santo Domingo and that the
English were in possession of the city.
Deponent asked where the Audiencia of Santo Domingo was and
they said that it was at Santiago de la Vega. Deponent bade these